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School Choice Week Takes Off at State Capitol
Happy School Choice Week: It’s time to celebrate the educational options from which Colorado families have to choose, and cast a vision for expanding those options. The fifth year for the fast-growing National School Choice Week phenomenon has generated more than 11,000 events nationwide. 

Right here in Denver, we were proud to be one of 14 groups co-sponsoring a School Choice rally Monday morning at the State Capitol. Senators Owen Hill (R) and Michael Johnston (D) both spoke, and Excel Institute students sang and danced for the hundreds of kids and adults in the crowd. Our Independence Institute team is editing footage to make a video of Monday’s event. Stay tuned for it to be completed, and we will share it with you soon.

More from Ed Is Watching:
School Choice Week 2015 Has Officially Arrived
After School Choice Week, How About Educate the Reporters Week? 

Center Wades into Great Testing Debate 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Here’s a not-so-bold prediction: 2015 in Colorado will go down as the Year of the Great Testing Debate. It’s not an issue we usually tread into deeply, but we believe policymakers need to exercise great care as Colorado moves forward. Policy analyst Ross Izard has penned a thoughtful new op-ed for the Greeley Tribune on the need to balance flexibility and a reduced testing burden with an authentic, accountable measurement of student and school performance. Douglas County school board member Craig Richardson also shared his views on this important debate in a January 14 radio interview with our own Ben DeGrow.

More from Ed Is Watching:
State Board Gets Weird on Testing Issue

Scholarship Success Stories Told
Moving into a new year, we continue our work to educate Colorado about the benefits of a scholarship tax credit program—especially for the many students whose lives it could change for the better. If you missed the Devil’s Advocate episode just before Christmas, please watch Denver’s Jamilla Dennis give a powerful first-hand account of the powerful effect K-12 tuition scholarships can have on a student’s life. Also, in a special column for the education website redefinED, Ben wrote about how ACE Scholarships has brought James Coleman full circle.

For those who want to dig a little deeper into recommended program specifics, read our newly revised issue paper A Scholarship Tax Credit Program for Colorado.

More from Ed Is Watching:
Snow or Not, Let’s Keep Sharing School Choice Wishes for 2015 and Beyond
ESAs + Tax Credits = Grand Plan for Brighter School Choice Future
Survey Highlights Importance of Keeping State Tests off Private Schools

Has Jeffco Union’s Fight Started?
Late last year the president of the Jefferson County Education Association told union colleagues in Boulder that they were preparing to “beat the [school board] bas_ _ _ _ _ back.” Then he announced to his members that “the fight’s going to start in January.” 

Well, the month is almost over, and it’s not entirely clear whether the promise exactly has been delivered. We’ve seen a lot of union organizing rhetoric on JCEA’s Facebook page and a failed attempt to disrupt a board meeting and embarrass conservative board members. But we will continue to keep our eyes on the situation, while district leaders look to improve student achievement.

More from Ed Is Watching:
JCEA Says the Fight Is On, So It Doesn’t Hurt for Me to Stay in Shape
Ding Ding Ding! JCEA’s Round Two Battleflop

Eddie Starts 2015 in Style 
In addition to the previous big issues, little Eddie has sounded off on a variety of topics since our last newsletter. Here are some highlights:
Colorado Looks Terrible at K-12 Spending (If You Fudge the Numbers)
Let’s Get This (Legislative) Party Started
Detective Eddie and the Case of the Missing ESEA SOTU Mention
Little Eddie’s Transparency Soap Box
Learning Relationship Management: A Glimpse into Colorado K-12 Future?
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